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52 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



LETTERS OF THOMAS ADAMS(l) 1768-1775. 

(From Original Drafts in the Collection of the Virginia Historical 

Society.) 



Thomas Adams to William Byrd. 

London April 10 th 1768 
William Byrd Esq 

Dear Sir 

Inclosed you have a Note of the Lottery(2) Tickets sold, I 
still hope to dispose of the Whole before the Time of drawing. 
I little expected to have met with any opposition in a Thing of 
this sort here, but I have been informed by some Tradesmen of 
Note who had promised to take a good many of me, that they 
had been spoke to & Caution 'd by some Merch'ts in y° Trade 
but would not say who they were, not to be concern'd and 
excused themselves by saying they should be glad to do it if 
they could without giving offence to those Gentlemen — a 
narrowness ["littleness," interlined] of Soul that does not exist 
in any other Mortal but a Virginia Tobacco merch't. 

I am now on Terms of a Partnership with a Gentleman of Con- 
siderable Fortune to Commence Virginia Merch't. We are 
determined to content ourselves with a fair & honest Commission 
& whether we succeed or not I shall have the Satisfaction of 
laying open the Trade, for there shall not remain in it a Mystery 
unrevealed nor a Secret undisclosed, in this I hope to meet with 
your Countenance & encouragement. I have a Charter on 

l-The letters of Thomas Adams printed below throw light on Virginia 
trade just before the Revolution. The writer was brother of Col. Richard 
Adams, some of whose letters were published in October. See note to 
those letters in regard to him. 

2.The lottery was to dispose of Byrds lands at Richmond and Man- 
chester (or Rocky Ridge as it was then called) . the following advertise- 
ment of this lottery appeared in the Virginia newspapers in 1768: 
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Capt. Fearow for one hundred hhds Tobo. in Case Tobo. falls 
short to be made up by any produce of the Country. Any Thing 

"A Scheme." 

For disposing of, by way of Lottery, the Land and Tenaments under 
mentioned, being the entire towns of Rocky Ridge and Shockoe, lying 
at the Falls of James River, and the land thereunto adjoining. 

The advantageous situation of this estate is too well known to require 
a particular description, though it may be necessary to inform the publick 
that the obstructions through the Falls, and in other parts of the river 
above, will be shortly removed, and the river made navigable to the 
said towns: The navigation will thereby be extended and made both 
safe and easy for upwards of two hundred miles above the said Falls, 
and a communication opened to the western frontier of the middle 
Colonies, whereby there will not be more than sixty or seventy miles 
portage from James river to the Ohio, so that the immense treasures 
of that valuable country must necessarily be brought to market to one 
or the other of the aforesaid towns, which will occasionally [be the occa- 
sion of raising?] raise the rents, and enhance the value of the lands and 
tenements under mentioned, beyond the powers of conception. 
A double forge, a mill, with two acres and a half] Lots Value Rents 

of land adjoining, the use of the landing, the I 

canal, with ten feet on each side, and 2000 1 £8000 

acres of back land, the farthest part of which) 

is not more than five miles from the forge. J 
Inspection at Rocky Ridge, at 12 years purchase 780 £65 

James Lyle, his tenement, at do 540 45 

Archibald Buchanan, at do 540 45 

Alexander Stewart, at do 510 42 10 

Elisabeth Todd, at do 480 40 

Robert Gordon, at do 90 7 10 

Joseph Hopkins, at do 60 5 

John Shackle ton, at do 36 3 

James Gunn, formerly rented to Thomas Yuille . 540 45 

Ferry on the south side, at 20 years purchase, 

wi th half an acre of land on the bank 20C0 100 

A fishery on the south side at 20 years purchase. 600 30 

Number of improved lots 12 £14,176 £428 

Number of unimproved lots.each half an acre, to] 

be laid off in a town convenient to the river, [300 7,500 

with publick landings j 

The amount of lots on the south side of James- 



river, in Chesterfield county 312 £21,676 £428 

Shockoe inspection, at 12 years purchase £780 £65 

Byrd's do, at do 780 65 

Watsons, at do 720 60 

James Buchanan, at do 710 60 

Patrick Coulls, at do 420 35 

George Ellis, at do 120 10 

James McDowell, at do 480 40 

Hand Ross, at do 480 40 

Thomas Younghusband, at do 540 45 

James Roger, at do 60 5 
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it may be convenient for you to do in order to forward his 
Dispatch. 



Thomas Adams to Perkins, Buchanan and Brown(3) 

London. 

[Dated April 1770] 

Since writing the other Day I have perused your Charter 
Party, and find it a very uncommon one, first that the Ships 
Lay Days shall commence from her reporting at the Custom 
House & in the Second Place that he shall not fetch Tob'o from 
other Rivers. I never before knew Lay Days commence 'til 
the Ship arrived at her moorings & was ready to take in her 
Cargo, it might happen that a Vessel would be a month in getting 

James Hawling, at do 60 5 

John M'Keind, at do 144 12 

M 'Pherson & Menzies, at do 420 35 

James Daley, at do 36 3 

Lewis Warwick, at do 60 5 

Ferry, at 20 years do 2000 100 

Fishery, at 20 years do 2000 100 

Number of improved lots 17 £9820 £685 

10,000 acres of land, to be laid off in lots of 100 

acres each, valued at 30s. per acre. 100 15,000 

10 islands, on some of which are very valuable 

fisheries 10 300 

Lots unimproved, valued at 25 1. each 400 10.C00 

The amount of lots on the north side of James 
river. ....527 £35,120 £686 

The amount of lots on the south side of do, as 
above 312 21,676 428 

839 Prizes 839 £56,796 £1113 

9161 Blanks 



10,000 Tickets, at 5 1. each £50,000 

The said lottery will be drawn at Shockoes, in June 1768, under the man- 
agement and' direction of the Hon. Presley Thornton, Esq., Peyton 
Randolph, Charles Carter, and Charles Turnbull. Esquires, trus- 
tees for the same, who will execute conveyances for all the prizes drawn 
by the fortunate adventurers in this lottery, Tickets to be had of the 
trustees, also of Col. Archibald Cary, John Wavles, and the subscriber, 

W. Byrd." 
In the Virginia Gazelle of June 9, 1768, it was advertised that the lottery 
would be drawn in Williamsburg in the succeeding November. 
3-Perkins, Buchanan and Brown, a firm of London Virginia Merchants. 
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from Hampton Rhode to Bermuda Hundred & deliver her 
Cargo, in the Present Case I expect it will be not much less as 
Woodford is obliged to have his hove down & Corked before he 
can receive any Thing on Bd. In Regard to Tob'o from the 
other Rivers the Difference in the Country Freights (tho' not 
more than two or three Shillings the Hhds.) The Shippers here 
will not pay, it always has been Customary for it to be put on 
Board at the Ships Expence, tho' not at her Risque, indeed 
at this Time of the Year the Risque is not worth mentioning. 
I hope we shall never again have a Sep-Gust. Our Astronomers 
say they are fully convinced the last was occasioned by the 
Commet. I mention these Objections to the Charter to put 
you on your guard for the future — I mentioned to you in my 
last I had been to Maryland & had seen Mr. Jordon(4) &gave 
him an Account of the Situation of your Affairs here with which 
he was extremly well pleased. I told him it was in Vain to 
Solicit Tob'o to him while he remained in Maryland & that I 
had confined my Solicitations to Perkins B. & B., he said the 
firm of the House was J. M. Jordon & Co. and he should insist 
in its being in future constantly used. Mr. Jett has Letters 
under wrote by yourselves that seem to imply something like 
it. I have as I expected to to know whether Mr. Jordon was 
a Partner or not? I have generally answer'd that he was 
interested in the Concern but I did know that he was a Partner, 
you remember you told me he was not — I must recommend to 
you in future to use the Firm you Purpose to continue and if 
you are determined to enter into this Trade do it with Spirit, 
& you need not Doubt Success, a good Deal of money will be 
necessary, but not half the sum of what has been heretofore 
advanced by others. You need not write again to any of the 
Gentlemen who do not write to you an answer except I mention 
it to you as necessary. I have now in hand notes & orders for 
about two hundred hhds. Tobo. which I shall immediately put 
on Board Woodford. I am going round my Friends to collect 

4- John Morton Jordan (whose mother was a widow Morton, of Virginia) 
lived in Richmond Co., Va., in 1759. He was long an eminent merchant. 
At the time of his death, in 1771, is described as of "Annapolis, Md., and 
London, merchant." In 1766-69 he was partner of Robert Maxwell, of 
London. See this Magazine XII, 98, 99. 
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the residue of his Load which I make no Doubt I shall affect 
to get him away in Time. 

There was some Gensang shipped me last year from People 
with whom I had before no Connection. I hope you will attend 
to their Orders. Among others a Parcel for George Thomas 
which Mr. John Johnson & others here Claim as their property 
this matter cannot be settled 'till I get Home. I wrote for 
Insurance on 52 hhds Tobo shipped on Woodford by Mr. 
Samuel Griffin & advised you that he would draw on you this 
Court for £10 p hhd. for that Sum Mr Jordon told me I might 
engage to my Friends should be paid upon inclosing Bills of 
lading to you. Those Tobo's I have the notes for & they will be 
on Board in a few Days. You need not Doubt but I shall avoid 
every Thing of this sort as much as possible, but a considerable 
shipper must be indulged some Times this Way especially this 
Year when they can sell for more Sterling money in the Country 
without any Risque. The Scarcity of money is so great in this 
Country that is impossible for ablest men to comply with their 
Engagements, Our assembly meets by adjournment the 21st 
this month when it is thought they will issue notes of Credit & 
establish a Loan office, if this is affected under prudent Regula- 
tions it will be of Singular service to the Merch'ts in Britain as 
well as America as it will lessen the advancing of with you & 
enable your Correspondents here to be more punctual — at 
present let a Mans Estate be what it will & his Necessities what 
they may, he cannot borrow One Hundred Pounds — I have 
some Expectations I shall be obliged to return with Woodford 
however of this I shall be able to inform you by the 10 th next 
Month. 

Mr Buchanan & Family are well he has been kind enough to 
promise me a visit next Month. I shall lead around here by 
which he will be able to Judge what you have of doing Business 
among us. I have to Acknowledge the many Instances of your 
Friendship for me and to assure you nothing shall be wanting 
in my Power to make the best Returns — without descending 
to Particulars I shall attend to everything recommended in 
yours of the 1 st Feby last. 
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Thomas Adams to John M. Jordan and Company. 

Messrs Jno. M. Jordon & Co. 

Virginia Oct. 23, 1770 

Gentlemen. 

I have before me your Favor of the 8 th & 29 th June and assure 
you it gives me infinite Satisfaction to find my Conduct has met 
with your approbation you may depend I will continue to 
deserve it if a constant Attention to your Interest and a true 
honest State of Things here may merit it. My Letters by Wood- 
ford gives you my candid Opinion with Respect to your Time 
but as you have adopted J. M. J. A. C. it being more eligible 
than the first plan. I would not have you hastily alter it, least 
you appear to be indeterminate or what your Enemies might 
call triffling, in the Course of this year correspondence you will 
have an Opportunity of Judging for yourselves whether here- 
after any alteration may be necessary. I have latly been 
favored with the Sight of a Letter from a Certain House in 
London 
in Terms to the following purfort 

"We can truly say we were never more concern'd, than 
"in not receving your Consignments last year, we 
"remember some years ago when you shipped a Part 
"of your Crop to Wroughton & Alston, you wrote us, you 
"would in future never be concern'd with but one 
"House we were pleased to find ours that House. 
"We wish you better success with your new Friends, than with 
"W & Alston, we dont in the least Doubt but you will 
"soon return to us again. 

The Insinuation in the Letter (tho' no Names are mentioned) 
is too plain not to be understood. The fate of W. & Alston is 
well known both in London & Virginia. I give you the Informa- 
tion to put you upon your guard profit what you can by it, 
but by no Means take any public Notice of it 'till you see me 
when I will present you with the Original & perhaps some 
others written with less Caution. This letter if there was 
nothing else makes it indispensably necessary that I should 
postpone my Jaunt to England 'til next Summer, you may 
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depend your Enemies must be very Cunning to circulate any 
Reports to your prejudice in this Country that I dont trace 
to the fountain head. 

We have engaged to Load in J. R. the Bottetourt a fine new 
Ship belonging to Colo Benjamin Harrison of Barclay (5) on 
Jas. River. She will carry about 380 hhds Tobacco and is to 
be addressed to P. B. & B. for Sale. This Gentleman is one who 
will by no Means be concerned with our Friends name. We 
have engaged a full Load to that House provided The Tobacco 
can be got down in Time but as we are apprehensive of great 
Disappointments on that Head in order to give Dispatch & get 
the Tobo to a forward Market we shall set her up on Liberty, 
my Brother Ships on her 50 hhds of his own crop & Own Acct & 
50 for himself & Partners, we have also ordered Hatch Bach 
from Boston to be here the last of November to Load in York 
River, which of these Ships will be dispatched first is a dispute 
among ourselves, we have a Bottle of Claret depending. Coults(6) 
& myself have backed the Bottetourt that is now ready to 
take in. My Brother backs Hatch who is not expected 'til next 
month, as there is a very plentiful crop we do not Doubt but 
we shall also be able to dispatch Woodford who I hope will 
arrive earlier than last year & in a better Ship, the Trents will 
ship on him 100 hh <u . 

You will receive by this Opportunity a Letter covering an 
Invoice from Thomas Stewart I have to assure you that he is 
very able to make good any Engagement he will enter into, and 
is as punctual as any Man in England, he purposes to make 
Remittances in Skins & Bills & I make no Doubt but he will 
do it in full by the Ship. 

Mr. W m Griffin will ship you on the Bottetourt 20 hh d » 
Tobacco his Brother Mr. Cyrus Griffin (7) who has been several 
years at Edenburgh Studying the Civil Law we expect by this 

5-Benjamin Harrison, of "Berkeley," Charles City Co., afterwards 
signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

6-Patrick Coutts, a Scotch merchant of Richmond and Manchester. 

7-See this magazine I, 254-256, XXI. 275, for Cyrus Griffin. Very prob- 
ably the Earl of Traquair considered the unknown Virginian a "plebeian," 
but in his own county his people had been for generations among the 
gentry, were large landholders and mention portraits and coats-of-arms 
in their wills. 
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Time is at the Temple, has latly been privately married to the 
oldest Daughter of the Earl of Traquair, and as we suppose 
his Lordship may have some Struggles to reconcile himself to 
such a Connection with a Plebeian, we are apprehensive that 
Mr. Griffin from this Extrodinary Call ("unexpected Event" — 
interb'ned) may have Occasion for more money than he can 
readily command as he has been so unfortunate as to have some 
Bills remitted him return 'd protested, I shall therefore esteem 
it as a great Favor if you will present him the Inclosed and 
give him every assistance in this way in your Power you will 
find him a Solid Sensible young man well worthy your Notice 
& Friendship. Mr. W m Griffin will be immediately chargeable 
with whatever you advance him, having purchased a consider- 
able Part of his Estate for which he is in Arrears to him tho' 
of the five Brothers he has in this Country there is not one but 
what would chearfully reimburse you two or three hundred 
Pounds advance on such an Occasion, which I dare say doubles 
the some he has present Occasion for Mr. Sam'l Griffin is a 
Brother of his who shipped you 52 hh dl Tobacco by Woodford 
and I expect from the Family this year at least one hundred. 
If he should still be at Edenburgh you'll forward the inclosed 
under cover of a Line from you offering him such Services as 
may be convenient & agreable to you. 

I am extreamly sorry your Accts, Sales of Hatch's Cargo is 
not yet come to hand especially those of my old Uncles as I 
immagine there will near a hundred hh d * depend upon their 
giving Satisfaction not with standing any dirty Insinuations 
that may come from on your Side the Water the Earnest 
Endeavours of his Son. [Rest of letter missing.] 



Thomas Adams to John M. Jordan and Co. 

Messrs Jno. M. Jordan & Co. 

Williamsburg Nov 9 th 1770 
Gent'm 

I wrote you a few Days since by this Ship to which refer. 
I am now to advise you that my much esteemed Friend Mr. 
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W m Acrill desires you will make Insurance for his Brigg the 

America Cap'n W m C. Latimer in Case of Loss to receive 

£<400 — she is chartered by a gentleman on Rappahannock & 

is now in Hampton Rhodes & will sail tomorrrow or next Day 

and in case she arrives Safe you are to receive her Freight & 

sell the Vessel provided you can obtain £400 for her, the money 

arising from the Sale and Freight to remain in your hands 'til 

his farther Orders. But in case such Price cannot be had for the 

Vessel You will I dont Doubt afford her all the Freight Back 

you possibly can. Mr. Acril I expect will become a Valuable 

Correspondent, he will give us some Assistance towards the 

Bottetourts Dispatch. Mr. Coults & myself are upon Terms 

with Colo. Harrison for the Purchase of the Bottetourt we have 

offered him £1100 Sterling to be drawn for here next April 

& in Case he accepts of it (in which we are to have his answer 

Tomorrow) we expect you will hold a Part with us, she is as 

Stout a Ship as ever was Built in America & we expect will 

carry about 380 hh ds Tobo. if we become Purchasers she shall 

sail for hence in six Weeks from this Time — My Brother intends 

to take half of the Brigg with Hatch, to be kept running from 

York River as Regular as a Packet, we hope to be able to do 

the same with the Bottetourt from James River from which 

you may depend great Advantages will be derived. 

Mr. Jordan was in this Town early in the Court & left it the 

Day I got down so that I was deprived of the Satisfaction 

of seeing him, he still continues loss in Flesh but has never 

failing Spirits, he has taken up Mr. John Randolph Ju'r(8) 

upon Terms which I make no Doubt he has by this Opportunity 

communicated to you. Mr. Randolph has a fine Estate I hope 

it will be a means of saving him from the impending ruin which 

he was under with ["the H" erased]. A considerable part 

of the Bottetourt's Cargo will be from new Correspondents 

who will draw on you for so much as they would sell for here, 

if we had waited Woodford's arrival we should lost Part of 

them, one strong motive for engaging this Ship & hope you 

will think it sufficient to justify the measure. 

8-John Randolph, Jr , may have been either the son of Sir John Ran- 
dolph, who was Attorney General, or the John Randolph of Chesterfield 
Co., father of John of Roanoke. 
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My good Kinsman Bowles Cocke Ju'r will inclose you soon 
a Copy of the letter mentioned in my last, when you are suffi- 
ciently provided some Publick Notice should be taken by you 
on your Side the Water of such vilanous Conduct, — the 
Contents of the Letter must inevitably transpire here, the 
old Gentleman is almost in his Dotage & will be very apt to 
mention it to the first Person who speaks to him about Tobo — 
He says with him 'tis past an Insinuation, & to do your Reputa- 
tion Justice you ought to sue them in a Court of Law ["tho' 
I suppose a pull of the nose a kick or a gentle Horse whipping 
might opperate as well provided it could be done in a publick 
manner" — erased], you may rely on me here in this & every 
Thing else that one Friend can perform for another — I shall 
write you again Tomorrow or next Day. I remain 
Yr ever obliged & 
obt Ser't 

Thos Adams 
Mr Ry. Randolph(9) desires his Comp'ts & is very sorry he 
cannot remit you fully 'til next month when he assures me it 
may be depended on. 



Thomas Adams to Perkins, Buchanan and Brown. 

Messrs Perkins Buchanan & Brown 

Williamsburg Feb'y 1 st 1773 
Gent 

I wrote you by Recks & a Ship for Bristol to wliich refer. 
The Disappointment of one hundred & fifty hh da Tob'o from 
Messrs Trents & Co. and forty from Col' Harwood has been 
the only cause that Capt. Lowes has not been loaded in Time. 
the Truth for which I appeal to Mr. Peter F. Trent(lO) who 
I hope is now with you in London, he made a Point that I should 
take two hundred hh ds on Board Lowes and engaged that they 

9-Ryland Randolph, of the "Curies" branch. 

10-Peter Field Trent long a prominent merchant of Rocky Ridge, or 
Manchester. His old home, "Trenton," in Manchester, was near the 
southern end of the Free Bridge, and was pulled down not many years 
ago. Trents Bridge across James River was built by him or his sons. 
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should be delivered before Christmas when I considered their 
Situation & the State of their Affairs with you I thought it but 
prudent to engage to take it as such a Quantity of Tob. in 
Remittance is no trifling object in these Times. I have been 
mortifyed in this Disappointment which I think would not 
have happened had Mr. P. F. Trent. Lowes will Sail I expect 
about fourteen Days hence and will have on purchase near 
three hundred hh d * Tob'o on your own Acct. so that I think 
you may insure that Quantity or run the risque as you think 
proper the Tob'o is purchased of your Debtors here at the 
Prices now going to be paid for in my Bills on you at sixty 
Days Sight payable only to themselves, consequently not 
negotiable but to be placed to their respective Credits when they 
become due. I inclosed in a Second of Col'o Byrds Bills for 
£229.3 to be applyed as before directed that is to say forty nine 
Pounds seventeen Shillings and eight Pence to the Credit of 
Mr. Sam. Griffin and the Residue to my own — The Counterfeit 
Bills which have appeared at this meeting have put a stop to all 
Business our general Assembly will be immediately called to 
fix on some expedients to remidy the Evils they have intro- 
duced, we have some Reasons to induce a Belief that they 
were manufactured in Holland — below you have the Price of the 
Tob'o 
about 110 at 20- 

50 at 16-6 

5 at 18- 
The Residue at 16-8 
Exchanges 25-6. 
I think they will before the last of June. 



Thomas Adams to Thomas Hill, London. 

Virginia Dec'r 2* 1773 
Mr. Thos. Hill, 

I wrote you in great haste the 22/* of Oc'r last acknowledging 
the Receit of your several Favors of the 20 & 24 July and 
3d 4th f August, with an Assignment of Debts & letters of 
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Attorney proven under the city seal, and acquainted you with 
the Steps I had taken by the Advise of the best Counsel here, 
in Order to secure your Debt, due from P. B. & B. their Effects 
in the several Persons Hand which I have attached I suppose 
(for I have no Accts) may amount to ten or twelve thousand 
Pounds my Counsel advise me that every Creditor who may put 
in his Claim before you obtain a Final Decree will be equally 
entitled in proportion to his Debt in the Distribution of these 
effects, but this they Confine to the Country creditors & such 
in England as do not Choose to come in under or take the 
benefit of the Statute. Some of our Lawyers Doubt any 
Person in England can have a Recovery under our Act of 
Assembly, it being as they argue solely intended for the Benefit 
of Country Creditors who can have no benefit under Statute. 
In Case the Court here should determine this Point against 
you it will be necessary to use your Interest to engage some 
Gentlemen of Character & Fortune in this [country] to enter 
your Security here for prosecuting an Appeal to the King & 
Council, this must by no means be delayed for another Reason 
which I shall presently give you. I remember when I was in 
England about eleven years since Lord Mansfield declared that 
any creditor in England had it in his option either to come in 
under the Statute or go where the Statute did not extend & 
have his Recovery under the Mode adopted by the Laws of 
that Country, but that they should abide by one or the other, 
they should not do both, that is [word illegible] & come in under 
the Statute there, he mentioned the Case of a Bankruptcy in 
England where the Creditors rode Races to Scotland to Seize on 
the Bankrupts Effects there & he said they did Right because 
it was there first come first serve — that the Statute did not 
extend to Scotland, much less to the Colonies. 

I wish my dear Friend I could with Truth tell you that 
Courts of Chancery in this Country were free from Delays. 
I am sorry to say they are too nearly related to those with you. 
I suppose it will be eighteen Months perhaps two years before 
we shall obtain our first Decree — which will be that so much 
Money as appears to be your due, shall be paid you, on your 
giving security in this Country to refund so much as shall be 
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the Proportion of any Claimant who may come in or be ajudged 
equally entitled with your self at any Time before the passing 
of a final Decree — this final Decree may be eight or ten years 
off. In the foregoing State of Things I have not flattered you, 
the Conditional Decree may by consent of Parties be brought 
on next October which my most earnest Endeavours shall not 
be wanting to affect from which you will perceive the absolute 
necessity of your procuring some Gentlemen here to be your 
Security as soon as possible and by no Means fail sending me 
your Note mentioned in yours of the 3 d August for £1186 in 
order Ascertain your whole Claim. I must Trouble [you] to 
Speak to the Acting Person in Messrs Perkins, Buchanan & 
Brown's to send immediately accts sales of what Tobacco 
Gensang Snake Root &c has been disposed of, in Particular from 
Casks W B which Mr. Brown wrote me the 6 th Dec'r 1769 they 
had sold, out at [Remainder of letter missing] 



Thomas Adams to Robert Withers. 

Virginia April 6 th , 1775. 
Mr Robt Withers 

Good Sir 

I received your Letter of Attorney & Testimonial of your 
Demand against Messrs Perkins Buchanan & Brown of which 
I took the earliest Opportunity to advise our worthy Friend 
Mr Thomas Hill, I have taken every Step in Consequence that 
the Laws of this Country will warrant to secure your Debt, 
and hope it is now on a good Footing, but the alarming Accounts 
from your Side Water bid us prepare for mournful events 
in Consequence, it is impossible for me to say what is sure or 
what is certain here, Our general Convention held at Richmond 
by their Resolves has shut up our Courts except in Particular 
Cases for the P'ob't of Wills, Deeds, Attachments on Perishable 
goods &c. The general Congress had before stopped all com- 
merce with Great Britain at Day which is now approaching, 
& we are well assured your Men of War are to line our Coast 
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to protect our Trading elsewhere when this is the Case it will 
be easie for a Man of your Experience in the World to Conclude 
that he who cannot sell cannot pay however honestly disposed 
to do it, The Cause of all this must be known to every inquirer 
among you & felt by every true Briton who knows & rightly 
values his Birthright — Civil and religious Liberty. 



Thomas Adams to J. M. Jordan & Co., London. 

[No date] 

My Friend Courts owed me when I left London upwards of 
£2500 he has paid me little since my arrival except what he has 
remitted you. The Ballance of his Acct with me he expects 
you will debit him with & place to my Credit when I arrive 
in London & indeed I have not a Debtor here who I have not 
in some measure made Serviceable to your Interest. Mr. 
Edmondson is one who ships you eight hhds by this opportunity 
& I expect will order the Proceeds to my Credit, in short what- 
ever I do not receive before my Departure I shall expect by 
Woodford, and in Case that Fails I have another Resource 
which I will make you acquainted with when I arrive. If I had 
pressed my Friend Coults, who I know to be safe & honest, 
for payments here, it would have prevented him from shipping 
so largely as he has & will Continue to do, he is now throwing 
his whole Fortune into your Hands & deserves the Notice & 
Success of an honest, generous Adventurer. I am far from 
taking any Thing amiss that you wrote on the Subject of Re- 
mittamce. I am extreamly obliged for your Attention to my 
Credit in discharg'g the List on the Red-Book, that I may not 
have my Peace disturbed on my Arrival with the Duns of 
Morduit the only Tradesman who has written a Letter of 
Complaint to me since I left London. I hope the Remittances 
before and at the arrival of Woodford Home will be such as 
will give you fresh Spirits. 

[Endorsed in pencil] Copy of a letter from Thos. Adams to 
J. M. J. & Co. 



